You must choose a topic from this list.
Don't forget to do real research on the topic, this will take some time.
 
1. Poltergeist Activity - physical manifestation of spirit phenomenon
2. Demons, Elementals - spirits which are believe not to have once been people.
3. Clairevoyancy/Claireaudiance/Clairesentiance
4. Spirit contact techniques - Ouija Boards/Dousing/Seances.
5. Crytozoology
6. UFO - including Abduction, Sightings
7. Religions/Cults in relation to any paranormal claims i.e Voodoo dolls/Magic etc
8. Precognition - Visions, Dreams etc.
9. Telekinesis
10. Spontaneous Human Combustion
11. Pyrokinesis
12. Alchemy
13. Miracles
14. Reincarnation 
15. Mind Control
16. Remote viewing
17. psychic surgery/psychic healers
18. psychokinesis
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Debunking the Paranormal
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Your paper should be  4-5 pages long.
Please follow MLA formatting in the paper.
You paper must include at least 4 sources.
This is an academic paper, please no charts or bullet points.
 
Do you believe in ghosts? Bigfoot? Alien abductions? If you said yes to any of these, you're not alone. Many people hold beliefs about the existence of paranormal phenomona. However, many of these things cannot and have not been supported by scientific evidence. Though many people (even well respected people) claim that science can prove the existance of the phenomena, many of their arguments fall flat in the face of critical thinking. While certainly there is nothing wrong in believing in these things, its important to distinguish what science is and how it is used to discover patterns and knowledge about the world around us. Science is based on natural and predictable phenomena that can be tested. Beware of claims made by "pseudoscientists".
 
Read chapter 9 in your book.
Choose a topic that is considered to be in the realm of the paranormal, such as alien abuctions, ESP, or ghosts. (Go to Paranormal topics module for ideas)
DO NOT choose a topic you are personally committed to as it will skew your objectivity. The point of this lesson isn't to convince you either way.
The point is to analyze the so-called evidence surrounding the phenemona from a scientific viewpoint and using critical thinking skills. You must demonstrate to me that you have read Chapter 9 and 10 of the textbook. You are applying the skills you learned in these chapters into the paper. 
 
Compile a short list of claims and evidence used to support the existance of the phenomena. You can use various websites and books, don't forget to include the source in the works cited portion of your paper.  
For instance if I was doing a report on bigfoot. Some of the claims I might list are: eyewitness accounts, footprints found, and some videotapes. Be sure to be specific in the evidence and you must include at least two different claims or pieces of evidence; one of the two theories needs to be a plausible alternative theory.
Write a paper that discusses the topic and its evidence and then analyze the each piece of evidence or claim according to the criteria of adequacy.
(Each criteria should be about a paragraph to do a thorough job of evaluation.)
Testability: whether there is some way to determine if a theory is true
Fruitfulness: the number of novel predictions made
Scope: the amount of diverse phenomena explained
Simplicity: the number of assumptions made
Conservatism: how well a theory fits with existing knowledge
Discuss ways that science could support the existance without relying on weak arguments. Use the scientific method and scientific processes to propose a research method that could support the existance of the phenomenon. (Chapter 10 should be helpful)
 
Or to simplify:
First choose a topic, don't choose a topic that you are personally connected to or have a strong believe in.
Second, find as much "evidence" as you can for the chosen topic. It may be stories on the internet, or perhaps first hand account. Try to find the strongest evidence, however, most the so-called evidence will be weak. 
Third, apply the criteria of adequacy to the evidence. Be certain to evaluate the evidence from each of the criteria. 
· Testability: whether there is some way to determine if a theory is true
· Fruitfulness: the number of novel predictions made
· Scope: the amount of diverse phenomena explained
· Simplicity: the number of assumptions made
· Conservatism: how well a theory fits with existing knowledge
Fourth, determine a scientific way to study your chosen topic. Using the scientific method create a research method to test your chosen topic. 
 
 
Rubric
Debunking the Paranormal Rubric (1)
	Debunking the Paranormal Rubric (1)

	Criteria
	Ratings
	Pts

	This criterion is linked to a Learning OutcomeIntroduction Paragraph
		20.0 pts
States theme or purpose, provides background information, creatively hooks the audience on the topic
	12.0 pts
States theme or purpose and provides limited background information
	8.0 pts
States theme or purpose, but does not provide background information or other related information
	0.0 pts
Does not state theme or purpose of the essay



	20.0 pts

	This criterion is linked to a Learning OutcomeGrammar and mechanics
		20.0 pts
No grammar or spelling errors found, formatt is nice and paragraphs transition smoothly
	12.0 pts
One or two spelling or grammar errors, formatted correctly, errors do not detract from text
	6.0 pts
A few spelling errors and grammar problems, formatted correctly
	0.0 pts
Many spelling and grammar errors, format problems (paragraphs and transitions)



	20.0 pts

	This criterion is linked to a Learning OutcomeAnalysis
		40.0 pts
Each area of critical thinking is addressed, areas of "evidence" for the paranormal event are discussed within the context of the 6 areas of critical thinking
	30.0 pts
Each area of critical thinking is addressed, not enough "evidence" is presented to make an strong argument
	20.0 pts
Most of the areas of critical thought are addressed (missing 1 or 2), not enough "evidence" to make a strong argument
	0.0 pts
Not all of the areas are addressed, "evidence" cited is sketchy and is not evaluated from a critical thinking standpoint



	40.0 pts

	This criterion is linked to a Learning OutcomeThoroughness
		40.0 pts
Many examples cited that support the writer's arguments and analysis of the problem, the writer clearly states why the "evidence" presented is problematic within a scientific context
	30.0 pts
Some examples are cited that support the writer's arguments. The essay is vague at points.
	20.0 pts
Very few examples are cited to support argument. Overall, the essay has a feel of vagueness or too many generalities are used.
	0.0 pts
Writer does not support the arguments at all. Examples are out of context or ineffectual.



	40.0 pts

	This criterion is linked to a Learning OutcomeResearch Proposal
		30.0 pts
Proposal uses the scientific method, presents genuine ways that a person could debunk the existance of paranormal event in ways that are scientifically testable.
	25.0 pts
Proposal uses the scientific method and presents ways a person could debunk the existance of paranormal event, scientifically testable
	18.0 pts
Proposal is vague and only follows some scientifically valid methods, testability questionable
	0.0 pts
Proposal is vague, scientifically invalid, and not testable



	30.0 pts

	Total Points: 150.0
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